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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments, see Pages 13-17, filed March 2, 2005, with respect to the 
rejection(s)of claim(s) 1-56 under Aubrey (U.S. Patent 5065292) and McDonald (U.S. 
Patent 3231731) in view of Gibilisco (U.S. Patent 2713668) have been fully considered 
and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon 
further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Salestrom et al. 
(U.S. Patent 4639841). 

2. In response to applicant's argument with respect to Hunter (U.S. Patent 
6283612), "the Hunter patent does not disclose securing the hollow tube 20 and the 
power supply to the same area", the examiner has broadly interpreted the claim in the 
rejection, whereby the applicant failed to further limit the dimensions of the area. It 
should further be noted that it has been held that rearranging parts of an invention 
involves only routine skill in the art. In re Japiske, 86 USPQ 70. In this case, 
rearranging the components of Hunter within a specific area is considered obvious in 
lieu of the above teaching. 

3. In response to applicant's argument, "The Hunter patent does not disclose the 
hollow tube and the power supply having removable supply and output wiring 
terminals", the examiner considers the prior art of record commensurate to the scope of 
the claims as stated. 
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Claim Objections 

4. Claim 53 is objected to because of the following informalities: Applicant recites 
the limitation, "said input connector adapted to connect to said electrical power output 
connector of said lamp holder via a lead wire", however, it seems to the examiner that 
the input connector should be adapted to connect to the electrical power supply 
connector/terminal of the lamp holder. Elucidation is required, whereby the examiner 
has presently chosen to broadly reject the claim below as stated by the applicant. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claim 45 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. Applicant recites the limitation, "replacing the transformer with 
a higher rated transformer", but has provided no actual ratings for either of the 
transformers. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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6. Claims 1, 7, 10, 14-16, and 18-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Salestrom et al. (U.S. Patent 4639841). 

7. With regards to Claim 1 , Salestrom discloses a luminaire assembly including: 

- A transformer [Figure 3: (46)] having a power supply fitting [Figure 3: (44)] 
and a power output fitting [Figure 3: (50)], whereby the supply and output 
fittings are adapted to respectively connect an end of an electrical power 

. supply wire [Figure 3: (42)] and an end of an electrical output wire [Figure 3: 
(22 or 56)] to the transformer, whereby said supply and output fittings are 
adapted for quick-release of said respective ends of said electrical power 
supply and output wires, and where the electrical power supply wire is 
adapted to connect said transformer to an electrical power supply [Figure 3: 
(38)]; and 

- A lamp holder [Figure 3: (18)] having an electrical power supply [Figure 3: 
(22)] and power output [Figure 3: (26)] connectors, whereby the supply 
connector is adapted for attachment of an opposing end of the electrical 
power output wire [Figure 3: (50)], the output connecter is adapted for 
attachment of another electrical power supply wire [Figure 3: (22 or 56)], and 
the lamp holder is adapted to receive a lamp [Figure 3: (34)]. 

8. With regards to Claim 7, Salestrom discloses the supply [Figure 3: (44)] and 
output [Figure 3: (50)] fittings being push-in wire connectors. 

9. With regards to Claim 10, Salestrom discloses the electrical plug component 
[Figure 3: (38)] being connected to the electrical power supply wire [Figure 3: (42)]. 



Application/Control Number: 10/617,041 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2875 

10. With regards to Claim 14, Salestrom discloses the lamp holder including a 
second mountable side adapted for mounting said lamp holder to an object [Column 2, 
Lines 52-55]. 

11. With regards to Claim 1 5, Salestrom discloses the second mountable side being 
mountable by an adhesive tape [Column 2, Lines 52-55]. 

12. With regards to Claim 1 6, Salestrom discloses the supply and output fittings 
having means [Figure 3: (44, 50)] for releasing one of said respective ends of said 
electrical power supply and output wires. 

13. With regards to Claim 1 8, Salestrom discloses the lamp being an incandescent 
lamp [Column 2, Lines 59-62]. 

14. With regards to Claim 1 9, Salestrom discloses the lamp holder being a plurality 
of lamp holders [Figure 3: (34)]. 

15. Claims 20 and 24-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Salestrom et al. (U.S. Patent 4639841). 

16. With regards to Claim 20, Salestrom discloses a light assembly including a 
transformer [Figure 3: (46)] having an electrical power supply push-in wiring terminal 
[Figure 3: (44)] and an electrical power output push-in wiring terminal [Figure 3: (50)], 
whereby the supply and output fittings are adapted to respectively connect and 
disconnect an end of an electrical power supply wire [Figure 3: (42)] and an end of an 
electrical output wire [Figure 3: (22 or 56)] to the transformer. 
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17. With regards to Claim 24, Salestrom discloses the electrical power supply push- 
in and output wiring terminals being adapted for quickly releasing a wire [Figure 3: (44, 
50)]. 

18. With regards to Claim 25, Salestrom discloses a lamp holder [Figure 3: (18)] 
having an input connector [Figure 3: (22)], whereby the input connector is adapted to be 
connected to the electrical power output wiring terminal of the transformer with a lamp 
holder lead wire [Figure 3: (50, 52 or 56)]. 

19. With regards to Claim 26, Salestrom discloses the lamp holder being adapted to 
connect to another lamp holder with another lamp holder lead wire [Figure 3: (56)]. 

20. With regards to Claim 27, Salestrom discloses the lamp holder including a 
mountable side adapted for mounting said lamp holder to an object [Column 2, Lines 
52-55]. 

21. With regards to Claim 28, Salestrom discloses the mountable side being 
mountable by an adhesive tape [Column 2, Lines 52-55]. 

22. Claims 49-53 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated by 
Salestrom et al. (U.S. Patent 4639841 ). 

23. Wth regards to Claim 49, Salestrom discloses a lighting assembly including a 
lamp holder [Figure 3: (18)] having an electrical power supply push-in wiring terminal 
[Figure 3: (26)] and an electrical power output push-in wiring terminal [Figure 3: (22)], 
whereby the electrical power supply push-in and output push-in wiring terminals are 
adapted for respectively connecting and disconnecting an electrical power supply wire 
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[Figure 3: (22 or 56)] and an electrical power output wire [Figure 3: (52)] to the lamp 
holder. 

24. With regards to Claim 50, Salestrom discloses the lamp holder including a 
mountable side adapted for mounting said lamp holder to an object [Column 2, Lines 
52-55]. 

25. With regards to Claim 51 , Salestrom discloses the mountable side being 
mountable by an adhesive tape [Column 2, Lines 52-55]. 

26. With regards to Claim 52, Salestrom discloses the electrical power supply push- 
in [Figure 3: (26)] and output wiring [Figure 3: (22)] terminals being adapted for quickly 
releasing a wire. 

27. With regards to Claim 53, Salestrom discloses a transformer [Figure 3: (46)] 
including an input connector [Figure 3: (50)], whereby the input connector is adapted to 
connect to the electrical power output connector of the lamp holder via a lead wire 
[Figure 3: (22 or 56)]. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

28. Claims 2-6, 8-9, and 11-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Salestrom et al. (U.S. Patent 4639841) as applied to Claim 1 above, 
and further in view of Hatch (Non-Patent Literature). 
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29. With regards to Claim 2, Salestrom discloses the claimed invention as cited 
above, but does not specifically teach the transformer having an electrical protection 
system. 

Hatch discloses electronic transformers that include an Electronic Short Circuit 
and over load Protection (ESP) [Pages 1, 5, 8]. 

It would have been obvious to one ordinarily skilled in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the luminaire assembly of Salestrom to incorporate the 
transformer of Hatch to provide safety to a user and the system. Applicant corroborates 
motivation, "Although a variety of transformers may be used as the transformer 12, a 
suitable transformer is available from Hatch Transformers, Inc. of Tampa, Florida [Page 
6, Paragraph 23]." 

30. With regards to Claim 3, Salestrom in view of Hatch discloses the claimed 
invention as cited above. In addition, Hatch discloses transformers rated between 
about 20 watts to about 60 watts [Pages 2, 5, 8]. 

31. With regards to Claim 4, Salestrom in view of Hatch discloses the claimed 
invention as cited above. In addition, Hatch discloses transformers adapted to receive 
about 120V AC and outputting from about 1 1V DC to about 12V DC [Pages 2, 5, 8]. 

32. With regards to Claim 5, Salestrom in view of Hatch discloses the claimed 
invention as cited above. In addition, Hatch discloses transformers including a 
mountable side adapted to mount the transformer to an object [see pictures on Pages 4 
and 6]. 
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33. With regards to Claim 6, Salestrom in view of Hatch discloses the claimed 
invention as cited above. In addition, Hatch discloses transformers that may be 
mounted via screws or nails [see pictures on Pages 4 and 6]. Such a limitation is an 
obvious matter of design preference and the mentioned list of mounting means are well 
known in the art. 

34. With regards to Claim 8, Salestrom in view of Hatch discloses the claimed 
invention as cited above, but does not specifically teach the push-in wire connectors 
being corrosion resistant. However, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate the connectors out of a 
corrosion resistant materials, since it has been held to be within general skill of a worker 
in the art to select a known material on the basis of its suitability for the intended use as 
a matter of obvious design choice. In re Leshin, 125 USPQ 416. In this case, corrosion 
resistant materials are preferred for prolonging the life and prevent easy wear and tear 
of said connectors. 

35. With regards to Claim 9, Salestrom in view of Hatch discloses the claimed 
invention as cited above, except for the supply wire being rated for about 120V AC. It 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have used electrical wire rated "SPT-2 #18AWGx2C," as cited by the 
applicant [Page 7, Paragraph 26], since it has been held to be within the general skill of 
a worker in the art to select a known material on the basis of its suitability for the 
intended use as a matter of obvious design choice. In re Leshin, 125 USPQ 416. In 
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this case, such electrical wiring rated for 120V AC is commonly known for use in lamp 
assemblies. 

36. With regards to Claim 1 1 , it has been held that the recitation that an element is 
"adapted to" perform a function is not a positive limitation but only requires the ability to 
so perform. It does not constitute a limitation in any patentable sense. In re 
Hutchinson, 69 USPQ 138. It is also obvious and commonly known that an electrical 
plug component is adapted to pierce an electrical wire so as to ensure electrical 
communication. 

37. With regards to Claim 12, Salestrom in view of Hatch discloses the claimed 
invention as cited above. In addition, Hatch discloses transformers that are "compatible 
with most incandescent dimmers" [Pages 1 , 4, 5]. It is also obvious that the dimmer 
switch would have to be connected to the electrical power supply wire, which is 
commonly held in the art, i.e. rheostats. 

38. With regards to Claim 13, it has been held that the recitation that an element is 
"adapted to" perform a function is not a positive limitation but only requires the ability to 
so perform. It does not constitute a limitation in any patentable sense. In re 
Hutchinson, 69 USPQ 138. It is also obvious and commonly known that a dimmer 
switch would have been adapted to pierce an electrical wire so as to ensure electrical 
communication. 

39. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Salestrom et al. (U.S. Patent 4639841) in view of Hatch (Non-Patent Literature) as 
applied to Claim 16 above, and further in view of Gibilisco (U.S. Patent 2713668). 
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Salestrom in view of Hatch discloses the claimed invention as cited above, but 
neither specifically teaches the means for releasing being a quick-release device having 
a quick-release button adapted to temporarily neutralize a spring constant. 

Gibilisco teaches an electrical connector providing means for releasing [Figure 1 : 
(22)] being a quick-release button [Figure 1: (56)], whereby said button neutralizes a 
spring constant [Figure 1 : (26, 36, 38, 39)]. 

It would have been obvious to one ordinarily skilled in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Salestrom in view of Hatch to further incorporate the 
quick-release button of Gibilisco to facilitate easy assembly/disassembly of the 
luminaries and transformer while ensuring proper connection. 

40. Claims 21-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Salestrom et al. (U.S. Patent 4639841 ) as applied to Claim 20 above, and further in 
view of Hatch (Non-Patent Literature). 

41. With regards to Claim 23, Salestrom discloses the claimed invention as cited 
above, but does not specifically teach the transformer having an electrical protection 
system. 

Hatch discloses electronic transformers that include an Electronic Short Circuit 
and over load Protection (ESP) [Pages 1 , 5, 8]. 

It would have been obvious to one ordinarily skilled in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the luminaire assembly of Salestrom to incorporate the 
transformer of Hatch to provide safety to a user and the system. Applicant corroborates 
motivation, "Although a variety of transformers may be used as the transformer 12, a 
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suitable transformer is available from Hatch Transformers, Inc. of Tampa, Florida [Page 
6, Paragraph 23]." 

42. With regards to Claim 22, Salestrom in view of Hatch discloses the claimed 
invention as cited above. In addition, Hatch discloses transformers including a 
mountable side adapted to mount the transformer to an object [see pictures on Pages 4 
and 6]. 

43. With regards to Claim 23, Salestrom in view of Hatch discloses the claimed 
invention as cited above. In addition, Hatch discloses transformers that may be 
mounted via screws or nails [see pictures on Pages 4 and 6]. Such a limitation is an 
obvious matter of design preference and the mentioned list of mounting means are well 
known in the art. 

44. Claims 29-36 and 39-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Salestrom et al. (U.S. Patent 4639841 ). 

45. With regards to Claim 29, Salestrom discloses a luminaire assembly including: 

- A lamp holder [Figure 3: (18)]; 

- A transformer [Figure 3: (46)]; and 

- A lead wire [Figure 3: (22 or 56)] connected to a capture and quick-release 
fitting [Figure 3: (50)] of the transformer. 

Salestrom does not specifically teach the method of installation, wherein the 
lamp holder and transformer are attached to an area and connected to one another via 
the lead wire. 
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However, it would have been obvious to one ordinarily skilled in the art to provide 
the method of installation for the abovementioned components, since it has been 
considered an obvious matter to provide a method of use/installation where all the 
structural components are taught by the prior art. 

46. With regards to Claim 30, Salestrom discloses the claimed invention as cited 
above. In addition, Salestrom teaches providing the lamp holder with attachment for a 
plurality of lamp holders [Figure 3: (34)]. 

47. With regards to Claim 31 , Salestrom discloses the claimed invention as cited 
above. In addition, Salestrom provides the linking of at least two of the lamp holders via 
a lead wire [Figure 3: (56)]. 

48. With regards to Claim 32, Salestrom discloses the claimed invention as cited 
above. In addition, Salestrom provides connecting the transformer to a source of 
electrical power [Figure 3: (42)]. 

49. With regards to Claim 33, Salestrom discloses the claimed invention as cited 
above. In addition, Salestrom provides measuring a length of the lead wire required 
between each lamp holder [Column 2, Line 63 - Column 3, Line 10]. 

50. With regards to Claim 34, Salestrom discloses the claimed invention as cited 
above. In addition, it would have been obvious to one ordinarily skilled in the art to cut 
the lead wire to a required length according to a desired preference. 

51. Wth regards to Claim 35, Salestrom discloses the claimed invention as cited 
above. In addition, Salestrom provides mountable means for the lamp holder via and 
adhesive tape [Column 2, Lines 52-55]. Though Salestrom does not specifically teach 
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the transformer having mountable means, it would further have been obvious to modify 
the transformer to incorporate such, so as to facilitate easier installation and 
inconspicuously hide the transformer. 

52. With regards to Claim 36, Salestrom discloses the claimed invention as cited 
above. In addition, Salestrom provides an electrical plug component [Figure 3: (38)] to 
the transformer for connecting to an electrical power source. 

53. With regards to Claim 39, Salestrom discloses the claimed invention as cited 
above. In addition, Salestrom provides inserting a lamp [Figure 3: (34); Column 2, Lines 
29-34] in the lamp holder. 

54 With regards to Claim 40, Salestrom discloses the claimed invention as cited 
above. In addition, Salestrom provides routing the lead wire in a non-linear fashion 
[Figure 3]. 

55. Claims 37 and 41-42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Salestrom et al. (U.S. Patent 4639841) as applied to Claims 29 and 36 above, and 
further in view of Hatch (Non-Patent Literature). 

56. With regards to Claim 37, Salestrom discloses the claimed invention as cited 
above, but does not specifically teach providing a dimmer switch proximate the 
electrical plug component, whereby the dimmer switch is adapted to selectively adjust a 
resistance value in an electrical circuit between the electrical plug component and the 
transformer. 

Hatch teaches transformers that are "compatible with most incandescent 
dimmers" [Pages 1 , 4, 5]. It is also obvious that the dimmer switch would have to be 
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connected to the electrical power supply wire, which is commonly held in the art, i.e. 
rheostats. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one ordinarily skilled in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the luminaire assembly of Salestrom to 
incorporate the dimmer, as taught by Hatch, to provide greater control over the 
illumination. 

57. With regard to Claims 41 -42, Salestrom discloses the claimed invention as cited 
above, but does not specifically teach providing the transformer having an electrical 
protection system. 

Hatch discloses electronic transformers that include an Electronic Short Circuit 
and over load Protection (ESP) [Pages 1 , 5, 8], which also incorporates a built-in circuit 
breaker [note section on Electronic Short-Circuit Protection on Page 1]. 

It would have been obvious to one ordinarily skilled in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the luminaire assembly of Salestrom to incorporate the 
transformer of Hatch to provide safety to a user and the system. Applicant corroborates 
motivation, "Although a variety of transformers may be used as the transformer 12, a 
suitable transformer is available from Hatch Transformers, Inc. of Tampa, Florida [Page 
6, Paragraph 23]." 

58. Claim 38 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Salestrom et al. (U.S. Patent 4639841) in view of Hatch (Non-Patent Literature) as 
applied to Claim 29 above, and further in view of Gibilisco (U.S. Patent 2713668). 
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Salestrom in view of Hatch discloses the claimed invention as cited above, but 
neither specifically teaches providing connection between the lead wire and the quick- 
release fitting of the transformer via a connector spring, a detent, a pressure plate, a 
leaf spring, an aperture defining capture teeth, or combinations thereof. 

Gibilisco teaches an electrical connector providing means for releasing [Figure 1 : 
(22)] being a quick-release button [Figure 1 : (56)], whereby said button neutralizes a 
spring constant [Figure 1 : (26, 36, 38, 39)]. 

It would have been obvious to one ordinarily skilled in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Salestrom in view of Hatch to further incorporate the 
quick-release button of Gibilisco to facilitate easy assembly/disassembly of the 
luminaries and transformer while ensuring proper connection. 

59. Claims 43-44 and 46-48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hunter (U.S. Patent 6283612). 

60. With regards to Claim 43, Hunter discloses a luminaire assembly whereby one 
may service by: 

- Disconnecting the luminaire assembly from a source of electrical power 
[Figure 15: (70)]; 

- Releasing electrical wires from one of a transformer [Figure 1 : (64)] and a 
lamp holder [Figure 1: (20)] with a quick-release connection [Figure 1: (62)]; 

- Removing the transformer and lamp holder from the installation area 
[inherent]; 
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- Attaching a replacement transformer and lamp holder in the installation area 
[inherent]; and 

- Reinserting the electrical wires between the replacements [inherent]. 

61. With regards to Claim 44, Hunter discloses that one could reconnect the 
luminaire assembly to the electrical power source [Figure 15: (70)]. 

62. With regards to Claim 46, Hunter discloses that one could adjust the position of 
the transformer and/or the lamp holder [Column 6, Lines 44-65]. 

63. With regards to Claim 47, Hunter discloses, "FIGS. 9, 10 and 15 illustrate this 
base 66 which is formed of an extruded thermoplastic and may be attached by glue- 
adhesive, threaded hardware or any other convenient method. The base 66 may be 
pre-punched with holes or a pressure sensitive adhesive may be placed on the bottom 
to complete the mounting [Column 6, Lines 37-42; underline added for emphasis]." 

64. With regards to Claim 48, Hunter discloses that one may insert or remove a 
plurality of bulbs [Figure 16 or Figure 1: (44)]. 

65. Claim 45 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hunter 
(U.S. Patent 6283612) as applied to Claim 43 above, and further in view of Hatch (Non- 
Patent Literature). 

Hunter discloses a luminaire assembly as cited above, but does not specifically 
teach the transformer being replaceable with a higher rated transformer. 

Hatch discloses electronic transformers with various ratings [Pages 1-9]. 
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It would have been obvious to modify the luminaire assembly of Hunter to 
incorporate a high rated transformer of Hatch, which is an obvious design choice that is 
dependent on the number of lamp holders as well as desired illumination intensity. 

66. Claims 54-56 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Salestrom et al. (U.S. Patent 4639841 ) as applied to Claim 53 above, and further in 
view of Hatch (Non-Patent Literature). 

67. With regards to Claim 54, Salestrom discloses the claimed invention as cited 
above, but does not specifically teach the transformer including a mountable side 
adapted to mount the transformer to an object. 

Hatch discloses transformers including a mountable side adapted to mount the 
transformer to an object [see pictures on Pages 4 and 6]. 

It would have been obvious to one ordinarily skilled in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the luminaire assembly of Salestrom to incorporate the 
transformer of Hatch, whereby attachment means are provided to facilitate convenient 
installation. Applicant corroborates motivation, "Although a variety of transformers may 
be used as the transformer 12, a suitable transformer is available from Hatch 
Transformers, Inc. of Tampa, Florida [Page 6, Paragraph 23]." 

68. With regards to Claim 55, Salestrom in view of Hatch discloses the claimed 
invention as cited above. In addition, Hatch discloses transformers that may be 
mounted via screws or nails [see pictures on Pages 4 and 6]. Such a limitation is an 
obvious matter of design preference and the mentioned list of mounting means are well 
known in the art. 
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69. With regards to Claim 56, Salestrom in view of Hatch discloses the claimed 
invention as cited above. In addition, Hatch teaches electronic transformers that include 
an Electronic Short Circuit and over load Protection (ESP) [Pages 1 , 5, 8]. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason M. Han whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
2207. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sandra O'Shea can be reached on (571) 272-2378. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

JMH (4/18/2005) <^_a \\ 
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